
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL OOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 88-126

ISSUING WASTE DISCHARGE~ FOR:

u.s, ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, SAN FRANCISCO DISTRIcr
RICHMOND INNER AND OUTER HARBOR MAINTENANCE DRECGING
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The california Regional Water Quality COntrol Board, San Francisco Bay
Region (the Board), finds that:

1. The u.S. Army COrps of Engineers, San Francisco District (hereinafter the
discharger) has proposed to dredge 100,000 - 300,000 cubic yards of
material from Richmond Inner HartJor and approximately same amount from
Richmond outer Harbor. This maintenance dredging is needed to improve the
ability of the Harbors to provide =mnercial navigation access to the oil
unloading facilities at the Richmond Long Wharf and other marine
terminals, and improves access for recreational boaters to the Richmond
Yacht Club and many individual docks. The discharger by application
dated June 6, 1988 has applied for issuance of Waste Discharge
Requirements for the proposed maintenance dredging.

2. The discharger's dredging proposal will remove accumulated sediments in
the southampton Shoal and Richmond Long Wharf Maneuvering Area (Outer
Harbor) to maintain it at the authorized depth of 45 feet below mean
lower low water (MLIW) plus 1 foot allowable overdepthr and will deepen
the Inner Harbor Channel easterly to pt. Potrero then northerly up to the
Santa Fe Channel to maintain it at the authorized depth of 35 feet below
MLIW plus 1 foot allowable overdepth, The Southampton Shoal and Richmond
Long Wharf Maneuvering Area were dredged to 45 feet below MLIW in 1986.
The other channel areas were constructed in 1957, and have been dredged
annually since then.

3. The dredging will take place from July to September 1988. The dredged
material from the proposed project will be disposed of at the approved
Alcatraz disposal site (SF #11).

4. The discharger as a lead agency has determined that the proposed project
and its impacts are similar to those considered in the Final Composite
Environmental Statement on Maintenance Dredging, Existing Navigation
projects, San Francisco Bay Region, California, December 1975 and the
Final Environmental Impact Statement, John F. Baldwin Ship Channel, Phase
II, Richmond Harbor Approach, 1984. Therefore, no further environmental
documentation is required to comply with NEPA for the 1988 maintenance
dredging. In addition, the proposed maintenance dredging is exempt from
CEQA pursuant to section 15304(g) of the Resource Agency Guidelines
because the spoil is to be deposited at a site formally approved by EPA
and COrps of Engineers.

5. The Board adopted a revised water Quality Control Plan for the San
Francisco Bay Region (the Basin Plan) on December 17, 1986. The Basin
Plan contains water quality objectives for San Francisco Bay.
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